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“The Rundown”

(Lights up; morning, a meeting room
at the headquarters of Sports
Monthly Review.  It is a Monday.  A
long table with 5-6 chairs around
it is SC.  USR is an easel with a
dry erase board and markers set up
for all to see.  SHELBY and DARRYL
are already seated together with
notepads and pens in front of
them.)

DARRYL
You look tired.

SHELBY
I am.  Paul wants our Twitter account to be shooting out tweets
of score updates as they come in.  I started yesterday and holy
crap.  So, yeah, I’m a bit exhausted.

DARRYL
Yeah, see.  I just don’t see the magazine being that kind of
entity.  Yes, we do online stories for breaking news and
standings, game results, but we shouldn’t be doing play-by-play.

SHELBY
Agreed.

DARRYL
We should only use Twitter for teasing online stories and
upcoming editions.

SHELBY
That’s what I’ve been doing.  There was so much to tweet from
baseball alone, I couldn’t keep up.  At one point, I accidentally
tweeted a text that was supposed to go to my mother.

DARRYL
Whoops.

(He chuckles.)

SHELBY
Until I caught and deleted it, our followers thought I feel they
should put their dog down and meet for dinner on Friday.

(Darryl laughs.  PAUL enters from



SR with a notepad.)

PAUL
Morning.

DARRYL
Paul.

PAUL
Where’s Dunkin and Wally?

SHELBY
They’re here, somewhere.

PAUL
Read your blog from Friday about the origins of the curve ball. 
Really interesting.  How’d you get all that research?

DARRYL
That’s what she’s best at.

SHELBY
(Flattered.)

I tracked down the grand son of the man who invented it.  He’s
elderly but I found him.

PAUL
It was a strong piece.  Good for you.

SHELBY
Thanks.  (beat) I don’t want to tweet game updates.  Yesterday
was a disaster and I’m exhausted.

PAUL
That’s fine.  Rachel doesn’t think it’ll help us any as well.  So
kill it.

SHELBY
Awesome.

PAUL
We need to get started.  Seriously, where is...

(Dunkin enters from SL in a rush,
notepad in hand.)

DUNKIN
I’m here.

(Shelby and Darryl applaud when he
enters.)



SHELBY
It’s him!

DARRYL
Bravo!

(Dunkin smirks as he takes a seat
next to Darryl.)

DUNKIN
All right.  Calm down.

PAUL
If it isn’t our resident star of television and radio.  I hope we
aren’t intruding on your schedule of appearances to, I don’t
know, actually WRITE sports for Monthly Review.

DARRYL
Give him a break, Paul.

DUNKIN
I can’t help it if I have all this charisma and good looks to be
on camera.

(Shelby and Darryl laugh.)

PAUL
Did you see, Wally?

DUNKIN
Out having a smoke.

PAUL
(annoyed) Glad to hear quitting is going so well for him.

SHELBY
Fourth time’s the charm.

PAUL
Well let’s get started.  He’ll have to catch up.  Everything is
looking on track with our readership goals for the quarter, so
thank you for that.  Shelby, where are we with the online
presence?

SHELBY
Promising.  We’re up another hundred fifteen followers on
Facebook, about the same on Twitter.  Site traffic is up forty
percent but that’s normal as we get closer to football season.

PAUL
What about your blog?



SHELBY
Without paying for boosts, it reaches about sixty five hundred on
social networking and presently we have about twenty-six thousand
subscribers.

PAUL
Rachel wants forty by Christmas.  Can you write a couple
additional stories a month to get that number up?

SHELBY
It’ll pull me off research a bit, but yeah.

PAUL
Start next month then.  We’ve got a special project this month
and may need your help.

DARRYL
What’s the project?

PAUL
I’ll get to that in a second.  What are YOU working on for
September?

(As Darryl lists upcoming stories,
Paul writes them on the dry erase
board.)

DARRYL
Got some analysis pieces from the N-B-A draft.  Possible hockey
phenom from Maine who is going to play for the Toronto Maple
Leafs.  Freelancers are starting to trickle in with copy for the
football preview.

(Wally enters from SL and walks
like he took his sweet time getting
there.)

WALLY
I’m here.

PAUL
Ah, thank you for crawling out of the carton of Marlboro to join
us.

WALLY
I don’t know what you’re talking about.  I don’t smoke.

(He sits in the furthest SL chair. 
The others snicker, except Paul.)

PAUL
We were just going over the rundown.



WALLY
Okay.

PAUL
What do you have?

WALLY
Sammy Kinkaid is making a play for moving St. Louis Yellow
Jackets to San Diego.

(Paul again writes on the board
Wally’s list of stories.)

Boston College received a commitment letter from Jaxson Bell to
play football.  Alabama football is being investigated by the N-
C-A-A for corrupt recruiting practices.  That’ll probably turn
into nothing.  There’s always hater programs out there whining
about the big programs’ recruiting tactics.  (beat) Boom.  We
done?

PAUL
Not quite.  Dunkin?

DUNKIN
Working on Miles Draper returning to the court after surgery.

(Paul continues to list stories.)
The Hawks’ pitching line up is supposed to be real deep next
season, so I’m looking into that.  And the National Lacrosse
League may be expanding with two new teams.  That’s it for the
moment.

(Paul finishes listing the
stories.)

PAUL
Well, we’re gonna’ have to work a couple things around, Dunkin. 
You actually are going to have a special assignment for
September’s issue.

DUNKIN
A special?  On what?

PAUL
You are going to have a feature to do on Tony Backlund, and it’s
going to be the cover story.

DUNKIN
What?!

WALLY
WHAT?!

DUNKIN



Future Hall of Famer, Tony Backlund?  The scourge of Minnesota? 
Oh my gawd.  He’s been my sports hero since I was a kid.  He’s
the reason I joined football, even wanted to play.  A feature on
THAT Tony Backlund?

PAUL
The one and only.

DUNKIN
How?

PAUL
I’ll go over the details with you later.  For now, let’s cover
what is timely?

(Paul adds to the board list
“BACKLUND” in all capital letters
and writes “WALLY” next to where he
wrote the Draper story.)

Wally, you take the piece on Draper and hold Yellow Jackets ‘til
October.

WALLY
Wait, wait...wait.  Why is HE getting a cover story?  Those
usually come to ME.

PAUL
Backlund doesn’t give many interviews.  And given what happened
last February and the Hall of Fame announcing his induction,
there’s quite a bit of material to tell his story.  Dunkin gets
the story.

WALLY
Are you saying I can’t handle a complex story?

PAUL
Wally.  Rachel specifically asked for Dunkin.

(Dunkin is surprised.)

WALLY
Rachel?  Why?

DARRYL
She never dictates who writes what.

WALLY
That’s always YOUR job, Paul.  Just ‘cause Dunkin’s the hot shot
on E-S-P-N and sports radio...

SHELBY
Don’t be jealous, Wally.  You have a great face for radio too.



(The others chuckle.)

PAUL
Okay, look.  (to Wally) Hold Yellow Jackets.  Pick up Draper. 
(to Dunkin) You’re on Backlund so clear your calendar.  (beat)
THAT’S IT.

(He glares at Wally.)

WALLY
(to himself) This is bullshit.

SHELBY
What happened in February?

PAUL
What?

SHELBY
Backlund.  What happened in February that makes the story
complex?

DARRYL
Tony Backlund is now the director of football operations for the
Minnesota Demons.  He owns pretty much every defensive record
over there.

DUNKIN
AND with the league.  Last February, during their conference
championship game of the playoffs, Backlund took a knee during
the national anthem.

DARRYL
Two weeks later they announced he is selected to be inducted in
the next class of Hall of Famers.

SHELBY
Oh, yeah.  That’s interesting.

WALLY
I was the one who broke the civil rights violation story in the
baseball players union, ya’ know.  That was ME.  THAT was
complex.  This is nothing.

PAUL
If you think its nothing, then that’s exactly why you’re not
getting the assignment.

WALLY
(to himself again) Bullshit.



PAUL
Now, unless any one else has a temper tantrum they’d like to
throw, are we all set to get to work?

(No one answers.)
Good.  Bye.

(Wally stands and storms out SL. 
Dunkin, Darryl and Shelby stand,
gather their things.)

DARRYL
(to Dunkin) Tony...BACKLUND, man.

DUNKIN
It’s huge.  I can’t believe it.

(Darryl slaps Dunkin on the
shoulder, a buddy showing his
support.  Darryl exits SL.  Dunkin
looks at Shelby.  She smiles.)

PAUL
Dunkin, I need you to hang back a second.

DUNKIN
What’s up?

(Paul waits for Shelby to exit SR.)

PAUL
Rachel wants you in her office.

DUNKIN
When?

PAUL
Now.

(Lights bang out.)

End of Scene Two.


